Church News

June 2025
First Baptist Church

Pastor - Steve Larson
1650 West US Route 6 - Morris, Illinois
Phone: 815-942-0812 - fbmorrisl650@gmail.com

Pastor’s Ponderings -

Charles Wesley was in his second year at Oxford when he grew serious about spiritual things.
He had not yet received Christ as his Savior, but began trying to live the Christian life very
methodically, thus he was dubbed the “Methodist” by fellow students. With his studies
completed, he volunteered to come to America to minister to those in Britain’s debtor’s prisons.
But as a missionary, Charles was an utter failure. He demanded unlimited authority over
others, and was very demanding in many other ways as well. He left America, ill, depressed,
and in very low spirits. Later, as a real time of humbling had taken place, and Charles had
truly surrendered his life to Christ, he wrote the hymn, “And Can it Be That I Should Gain?”
Verse one records;

“And can it be that I should gain
An int’rest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?

Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, should’st die for me?”

In good times, and in bad, when trials are many, and when everything is going well, in times
of struggle, and times of great joy; don’t ever lose the wonder of God’s grace to you. Always
hold on to the awe and the amazement of what God has done. It’s very easy, in days like these,
to forget about, and lose sight of the wonderful grace of Jesus. The grace, and the love, and the
mercy of God will still be here long after difficult days are gone, and the uncertainty is over.
God is faithful. He has you in the palm of His mighty hand.

“Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart: Lord Jesus, be what we see, be the One we look to. You
are very much still in control and very much still on the Throne. Thank you for Your grace, and
Your love; the blood of Jesus that cleanses from ALL sin. We stand in awe of You, we stand
amazed.

In the mighty name of Jesus, Amen

Fastor Steve
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY

Ladies Prayer Group
Wednesdays at 10:00am

Men’s Group
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm
We are studying the series “The Story of Jesus Continues...The Book of Acts”
A video series by Douglas Huffman
All men are invited to join us!
Questions?? - contact Stan Motter at 815-545-7441

* > Ladies Afternoon Bible Study
Wednesdays at 1:00 pm

We have begun a new study on Proverbs 31...We are looking forward to
experiencing a personal sense of fulfillment only God can give.

Would love to have you join us as we navigate this scripture together!
Kim Enlow at 815-931-2533

Ladies Evening Bible Study
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm
We will begin a new series called
“Amos: An Invitation to the Good Life”,
by Jennifer Rothschild.
We hope you will join us!
Colette Kirby at 815-942-9527

Single Moms Support Group
Meet the 1t and 34 Thursday Evenings at 6:30 pm
If you are a single mom or know of one who would

L enjoy meeting with others, please invite them to come with you!
Please contact Kristi Larson at 815-942-0812

“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message
1s heard through the word of Christ.” Romans 10:17
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Boards to Meet on Tuesday, June 10
10:00am — Board of Deacons
5:20pm - Board of Christian Ed.
5:30pm =Board of Trustees
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Congregational Praver
Sunday, Juve 1
©@:00 pn

Come gather +ogether for praver and praisel

UNIFIED GIVING

Month Monthly Amt. Needed Monthly Amt Received

Total Given for April $25,720.00 $24,208.30

Total Given for May $25,720.00 $20,663.00

Thank you for your generous and faithful giving!!!

I want to express my thanks for all the prayers, cards, calls, texts and delicious food
that was delivered during my recovery. You all are the best and we feel blessed to

know each and every one of you! You have no idea how much you all mean to us.
John and Carla O’Brien

On behalf of the family of John R. Sanders, Jr., I would like to extend our thanks and
gratitude for all of the love, support and prayers that have been given throughout
Dad’s illness and recent passing. We are so grateful for everyone who has walked
with us through this journey — whether it was a hug, smile, prayer, food or simply
sitting next to us in the quiet, it was deeply appreciated and gave us much-needed
comfort. We are truly blessed! Thank you from the bottom of our hearts — Jennifer,
Keith and Donovan Smith



Awana Club
"Because Kids Matter to God"
First Baptist Church
Ages 4 yrs.thru 7™ grade

Awana Club is held the 15" and 3" Sunday
of each month at 4:00 - 5:15pm

You may register by calling the

church office @ 815-942-0812

June 1 - Awana meets at church
Field Day

June 8 - Awana meets at church
Prize Store Day

*NO AWANA IN JULY

Questions -
call Cheryl Johnson or Kristi Larson
We are looking forward to seeing youl

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW IN NEED OF PRAYER?

First Baptist Church has a wonderful team of prayer warriors
who are willing to lift your requests to our heavenly Father.

Colette Kirby leads this ministry,
and you can email your prayer needs to her at —
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“For when I am weak, then I am strong.” VERRI

2 Corinthians 12:10

colette.kirby@comcast.net V
or text 815-954-9527 ,i
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“Praise the Lord, who has now provided a redeemer for your family!”

Ruth 4:14 NLT
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June Birthdays .... LR . 7 ‘é(
1 Cathy Planeta L,y
3 Ryan Battersby, Carla O’'Brien + =~ =~~~ =~ -
7 Linda Poppleton \
13 June Thompson A nb
14 Joyce Lucas, Christi Punke of =X
15 Hope Downey ‘ :
16 Kara Paulson, Rick Enlow
20 Duanne Walton w ﬁ \¢ ’9 7% *

21 Gary Vershay

22 Penny Goins-Jackson, Dave Johnson, Dan Wilkinson

23 Owen Duvick,Carrington Herman, Jerry Planeta, Lisa Taylor
25 Mara Punke

30 Brenda Downey

June Anniversaries’....

3 Mike and Leslie Meloun

14 Greg and Cheryle Larson

16 Paul and Donna Livingston

17 Rodney and Ronda Clark

29 Gary and Deb BoundS,"\Herman and‘Lynn Wisslead




I ~ PLEASE JOIN UsS...........

(“‘ e ~ Sunday Morning Worship Service - 8:00am
; | We offer a staffed Nursery

' Sunday Morning Worship Service - 10:30 am
Sunday Morning Kid’s Church (Pre-K and up)
auring this Worship Service
we offer a staffed Nursery

'I' Kid's Church

Every Sunday morning during the 10:30 am Worship Service

Meets in our Library .. Sue Cheng (ages 4 yrs to 15" grade), Kristi Larson (ages
2" to 5™ grade) and Lisa Vaksdal (sub). This class offers a Bible lesson, craft
and snack for the kids during the worship service. It gives the parents a chance
to listen o the message and also the kids to receive a message as well. If your
kids are too young for this class, we have a staffed Nursery that you may take
them to at the same time. Kids are brought back to their parents before the
main worship service is concluded. Come check us out!

Adult Bible Study

Sunday 9:15 am
Meets in the Sanctuary..... Claudette Swiggett
Looking forward to seeing youl

"Look to the LORD and His strength, seek His face always.” 1 Chronicles 16:11

NO YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL DURING SUMMER

SUNDAY SCHOOL

NEWS

"Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those
who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.
The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life."  John 4:13-14 NRSV



Summer Breakfast Fellowship Hour
Sunday Mornings 9:15 — 10:15 am
June 1 — August 31, 2025

What to Bring?

Volunteer’s choice
Church will furnish drinks
2 people volunteering together is great and also easier!

Need suggestion?
I Y
Fresh Fruit \ E
Breakfast Pizza (from Casey’s)
Breakfast Casserole —
Donuts, Muffins
Etc. Etc.

Sign-up sheet is on the table in the foyer.

Senior LLuncheon

Tuesday, June 24
12:00 — I:30pm

Looking forward to seeing all of you!



One Great

|.mJR BE THE LIGHT

OF SHARING Scripture: Matthew 5:14-16

“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God’s
colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with
this, as public as a city on a hill. If [ make you light-bearers, you don’t think
I’'m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light
stand. Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand - shine/
Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others,
you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.”

The fifth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel opens with the Sermon on the Mount and Beatitudes.
At first glance, Jesus” words are shocking - people who are burdened in mind, body, and
spirit are actually blessed!

Despite their situation of condition, they are already winning... or maybe, it is because of
their pain that blessings come. The anxiety, fear, grief, confusion, hunger, discouragement,
and despair they experience actually put them closer to God. Jesus does not glorify pain;
rather, he teaches that such suffering puts them first in God’s heart. God is there to help and
heal - as a gift, no conditions, and no strings. They are part of God’s family, God’s Reign, and
God’s Kingdom. God’s Kingdom is more than a place or future destination - it is a
relationship with a loving and just God.

Jesus does not sugar-coat the reality of most people during his day. He declares that their
suffering is not the end of the story. God sees them and hears their cries; God moves to
alleviate their pain, in the short run and the long run. God’s Reign of love and healing is
already happening - bringing life out of death, joy out of sorrow, hope out of despair.

Jesus cautions that the response to God’s blessing is not one of passivity. He makes clear
that God’s children are blessed and are to be a blessing to and for others; those who receive,
are to give back.

Be light - in the world by making a generous contribution to One Great Hour of Sharing,
Your gift supports those who are doing ministry throughout the United States and across the
globe - bringing hope, expertise, compassion, and love to places you may never visit and
people you may never meet.

Be the light! Sharing God-colors with all you encounter!




Vacation Bible School 2025
First Baptist Church
July 14 - 18 (date changed)
5 - 7:30 pm (rime changed)
Ages Pre-K thru 5™ Grade

Marvel at Jesus, Live for His Glory

Our 2025 Answers VBS is an Old West themed VBS
adventure that will teach kids about who JESUS is as
that will teach kids about who Jesus is as they marvel at his birth,
childhood, ministry, death and resurrection, and coming return.
It's all about Jesus and the call for kids to live for his glory.

Kids will find answers to the questions:

What amazing events surrounded the King's birth?

Was there ever a person born who was more important than Jesus?
What was Jesus like as a child?

Is Jesus God or man—or both?

What astonishing things occurred during Jesus' ministry and how much power
does he have?

How was Jesus' death and resurrection like no other?
Could Jesus experience pain and sadness?
What should we be doing while we wait for the King to return?

Is Jesus going to be a man forever?

It's a wild ride designed to help kids better know Jesus,
what He did for them, and how we should respond.
Please call the church office to register at 815-942-0812


https://answersingenesis.org/jesus/

BoayrAd FPostfrons
2025

Christian Education

Chairman - Cindy Binion
Vice-Chairman - Heather Wolsfeld
Secretary - Nancy Hiney

Board Member - Brenda Fronek

Deacons

Chairman - Bucky Phillips
Vice-Chairman - Jan Kresse
Secretary - Lisa Cottingim
Treasurer - Lisa Cottingim

Board Member - Laurie Wilkinson

Trustees

Chairman - Bob West
Vice-Chairman - Bill Needham
Secretary - Kay Hemmersbach
Board Member - John O'Brien
Board Member - Gary Bounds

Church Treasurer

Teresa Chapman



NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

Sunday, June 15, 2025
During the 8:00am and 10:30am
Worship Services

To discuss and vote on the -
Replacement of A/C Unit
Approx. Cost $10,000

Please plan to attend







